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age form of his punishment is for the moment in-
teresting. That shows a new hand in the domin-
ion of Babylonia. Such savagery' would be ex-
pected in an Assyrian king. It was rather umisual
in a Babylonian king, and its appearance now is in
connection with a Chaldean. In that is there a
showing forth of a new people. It seems a prom-
ise that the Chaldean would not be merciful, as
the Babylonian had so often been in the past.

While Zedekiah was in flight the army of the
Babylonians had entered the city. The breach in
the walls was made in the eleventh year of his
reign2 (586), after a siege lasting about one and a
half years. The patience of the conquerors was
exhausted. They had tried before to secure u
stable condition of affairs, which the people of
Jerusalem had ruthlessly broken. They had spent
this long period in a wearisome siege. They
would now end all possibility of a future like the
past by utterly destroying the offending city. It
was first plundered for the enrichment of the suc-
cessful army, and the gold, silver, and brasw of the
temple decorations, with all the vessels of its serv-
ice, were removed to be dedicated to Marduk in
Babylon. Nothing of value was forgotten, that

1 Our modern judgments an* not batted on. the same promises as the an-
<sient The Assyrians would undoubtedly have put Zedokiah to death after
horrible torture or by mutilation. It IH possible that we ought to consider
this blinding to be merciful punishment, when we remember that even
modern orientals do not estimate vision HO highly as occidentals Egyp-
tian fellahin blinded themselves to avoid conscription under Mohammed
All.

3 Jer. A\xix, 2.